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INTERNATIONAL GYNAECOLOGICAL AWARENESS DAY 
Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [5.43 pm]: I would like to speak tonight about a recent and 
important event I attended, International Gynaecological Awareness Day, which was held on 10 September. 
King Edward Memorial Hospital and the Gynaecological Awareness Information Network joined together to 
raise awareness about health issues that affect thousands of Western Australian women and girls every year. By 
way of background, GAIN was founded in Perth in 2001 by Kath Mazzella. It is a not-for-profit organisation and 
consumer group that aims, amongst other things, to bridge the gap between health professionals and the 
community, to offer an information network to women, and to increase awareness and provide ongoing 
information and education to women and families about gynaecological health. On 10 September I joined a large 
group of women and some men, many in pink T-shirts and waving pink pom-poms, to line up on Bagot Road in 
front of King Edward Memorial Hospital. Apparently more than 100 people joined hands to show support for 
this day, including former patients, health professionals, support groups and members of the community. They 
sang a song—which I will not repeat—while waving pink pom-poms! The aim of having some humorous 
touches in this event was to try to break down the barriers and stigmas and to encourage women to speak more 
openly about their health and to seek help. As Mrs Mazzella said, it is important that we can speak openly about 
women’s health issues because they affect everyone in our community; we all have a mother, sister, daughter, 
aunt, friend or neighbour who could be affected and this has a ripple effect through to the husbands, partners and 
families who support them.  
King Edward Memorial Hospital’s executive director of midwifery, nursing and patient support services, 
Graeme Boardley, said that as WA’s only dedicated women’s hospital KEMH treats more than 5 000 WA 
women with gynaecological problems every year. He said that they were very proud to throw their support 
behind the day to raise public awareness and support.  
I would like to record some health facts that people need to be more aware of and educated about. For example, 
1 300 women were diagnosed with ovarian cancer in 2010, and 650 died of ovarian cancer in 2010. My own 
mother died of ovarian cancer in 2004. In 2010, 2 100 Australian women were diagnosed with uterine cancer, 
and 370 died of that cancer in 2010. There are a range of other health issues, not only cancers but health 
problems, that affect women, their fertility and their general health and, as I said earlier, affect the lives of all 
those around them, particularly those people who love and care for them.  
I would like to finish by particularly recognising Kath Mazzella, who is the founder of GAIN Inc in Western 
Australia. She is hoping that through GAIN and, of course, International Gynaecological Awareness Day, that 
every year there will be greater publicity and awareness. The day that they held is part of ensuring that happens. 
I know that she is working tirelessly to raise the profile of, and support for, GAIN and International 
Gynaecological Awareness Day. For her efforts she has received a number of awards, including the Order of 
Australia. Her role in educating people and overcoming stigma, and educating women in the wider population 
concerning women’s health, is to be applauded.  
 


	INTERNATIONAL GYNAECOLOGICAL AWARENESS DAY
	Statement


